
 
 

FACULTY EXPERTISE 
 

Saint Joseph College takes great pride in its distinguished faculty members.  These 
scholars have a wide range of professional experience, publications, presentations and 
expertise among them.  We hope that our faculty expertise database will inform the 
media, those seeking a public speaker, or people with interests in some of the areas 
indicated here.  The Office of College Relations is happy to assist you should you need 
more information; please contact us at 860.231.5334 or collegerelations@sjc.edu. 
 
Sandra Affenito, Ph.D., R.D. 
Associate Professor, Nutrition; Dietetics; Education  
860.231.5769 
saffenito@sjc.edu

• Childhood and adolescent nutrition 
• Eating disorders 
 
*Available for interviews 

 
 
Susan Ahern, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor, Early Modern English Literature 
860.231.5398 
sahern@sjc.edu

• Early Modern Women Writers 
• Film Studies 

 
*Available for interviews 

 
 
Julie R. Alexandrin, Ph.D. 
Special Education Program Director 
860.231.5362 
jalexandrin@sjc.edu

• Special Education 
• Diversity Education 
• English Language Acquisition  

 
*Available for interviews 
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Elizabeth Angus, J.D. 
Attorney-Instructor, Paralegal Certificate Program 
860.651.4239 
eangus@sjc.edu

• Paralegal Studies 
• Connecticut Election Law 
• Constitutional Law 

 
*Available for interviews 

 
 
Judy Arzt, Ph.D. 
Director, Academic Resources Center; Assistant Professor of 
860.231.5353 
jarzt@sjc.edu

• Writing Program Administration 
• Computers in Education 
• Tutorial Services 

 
*Available for interviews 

 
 
Pamela Atwood, M.A. 
Director of Dementia Care Services, Hebrew Home; Adjunct 
860.380.0214 
patwood@sjc.edu

• Dementia 
• Alzheimer’s 
• Gerontology  
• Sexuality/Aging  
• Senior Health Care 

 
*Available for interviews 

 
 
Dennis Barone, Ph.D., Chair 
Professor of English 
860.231.5379 
dbarone@sjc.edu

• Creative Writing 
• Contemporary Literature 
• Italian American Culture 

 
*Available for print interviews 
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Kevin Callahan, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor of History 
860.231.5370 
Kjcallahan@sjc.edu

• Modern European History 
• Some Areas of World History 

 
*Available for interviews 

 
 
Vivian Carlson, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor 
860.231.5341 
vcarlson@sjc.edu

• Child/Family Studies 
• Cultural Psychology  
• Early Childhood Special Education 

 
*Available for interviews 

 
 
Fr. Joseph Cheah, Ph.D., OSM 
Assistant Professor of Religious Studies 
860.231.5349 
jcheah@sjc.edu

• Burmese American Religions 
• Race and Religions 
• Asian American Studies 

 
*Available for interviews 

 
 
Fr. David Cinquegrani, M.A., M.Div., CP 
Chaplain and Instructor of Music 
860.521.6543 
dcinquegrani@sjc.edu

• Liturgical Theology  
• Music (Religious and Secular) 
• Church Issues 

 
*Available for interviews 
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Joanne Cunard, Ph.D. 
Professor of Language Arts/English Literacy  
860.523.9271 
jcunard@sjc.edu

• Transaction Teaching 
• Language Arts, Literature, Reading 

 
*Available for interviews 

 
 
 
Agnes Curry, Ph.D., Chair 
Assistant Professor and Chair, Department of Philosophy  
860.231.5224/508.381.0302 
acurry@sjc.edu

• Philosophy  
• Ethics, feminist theory 
• American Indian thought 

 
*Available for interviews 

 
 
Nancy Drew, Ph.D. 
Professor Emerita  
860.953.5317 
ndrew@sjc.edu

• Phenomenological philosophy/method 
• Qualitative Research 
• Group Psychotherapy 

 
*Available for print interviews  

 
 
Kerry Driscoll, Ph.D. 
Professor of English 
860.231.5521 
kdriscoll@sjc.edu

• Mark Twain 
• William Carlos Williams 
• Native American Lit. 

 
*Available for interviews  
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Judith Durham, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor, Counselor Education  
860.231.6778 
jdurham@sjc.edu

• Multicultural Counseling  
• Psychiatric Diagnoses  
• Adult Counseling & Psychotherapy 

 
*Available for print interviews  

 
 
Joyce Fontana, M.S.N.  
Assistant Professor of Nursing 
860.231.5282 
jfontana@sjc.edu

• Pain Management  
• End of Life Care 

 
*Available for print interviews  

 
 
Lorrie Gardella, M.S.W., J.D., Chair 
Professor of Social Work 
860.231.5226 
lggardella@sjc.edu

• Social Work 
• Women in leadership 
• Cultural Diversity 

 
*Available for interviews 

 
 
Linda Geffner, M.S. 
Library Director 
860.231.5208 
lgeffner@sjc.edu

• Academic libraries 
 

*Available for print interviews  
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Dalia Giedrimiene, Ph.D., M.D. 
Professor 
860.231.5354 
dgiedrim@sjc.edu

• Advising and coordination of Pre-med and Science Students 
• Advising of Students about Biology and Biomedical Science 
• Expertise in Teaching on-line and Implementation of new teaching strategies in 

the classroom and on-line 
 

*Available for interviews  
 
 
Patricia Gorman, Ph.D., M.D. 
860.231.5321 
patriciagorman@comcast.net

• International Adoption 
 

*Available for print interviews   
 
 
Sarah Higbie, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor  
860.231.5768 
shigbie@sjc.edu

• Molecular Biology  
 

*Available for interviews 
 
 
Lucy Ann Hurston, M.A. 
Sociology Instructor 
860.242.6621 
lhurston@sjc.edu

• Zora Neale Hurston 
• Sociology  
• Social Inequity 
 
*Available for interviews 
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Susan Johns, Ed.D. 
Assistant Professor  
860.231.5336 
sjohns@sjc.edu

• Teacher Education with extensive elementary experience. Arts integration 
strategies 

• Use of Multiple Intelligences as a teaching focus, Resiliency 
• Factors influencing high school dropouts and school failure 

 
*Available for print interviews  

 
 
Mark Johnson, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor 
860.231.5520 
mdjohnson@sjc.edu

• Microbiology 
• Environmental Issues 
• Freshwater Ecology 
 
*Available for interviews 

 
 
Dorothy Keller, M.A., M.Ed., C.A.G.S., Chair 
Professor, Chairperson, Fine Arts & Performing Arts Dept 
860.231.5236 
dkeller@sjc.edu

• Egyptian Art, Renaissance, Italy, Greek Art  
• Hartford Architecture, American Art/Antiques 
• Religion & Art, Art Mid-East, Art-Jordan/Syria 

 
*Available for interviews 

 
 
Lisa Kuntz, Ed.D. 
Assistant Professor of Psychology 
860.683.1047 
lkuntz@sjc.edu

• Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
• Behavioral Psychology 
• Licensed Psychologist  

 
*Available for interviews 
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Barbara Lacey, Ph.D. 
Professor of History 
860.232.4571 x5281 
blacey@sjc.edu

• Early American History  
• American Women’s History 

 
*Available for print interviews  

 
 
Kenneth Long, Ph.D., Chair 
Professor and Chair 
860.231.5766 
klong@sjc.edu

• American Politics 
• American Foreign Policy  

 
*Available for interviews 

 
 
Robert Madden, M.S., J.D. 
Professor of Social Work 
860.231.5350 
rmaddent@sjc.edu

• Mental Health Law 
• Child Custody 
• Divorce Mediation 
 
*Available for interviews 

 
 
Nancy Mardas, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor  
860.231.5380 
nmardas@sjc.edu

• Deaf Psychology  
• Ethical Decision Making 
• Psychoanalytic Theory 

 
*Available for interviews 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:blacey@sjc.edu
mailto:klong@sjc.edu
mailto:rmaddent@sjc.edu
mailto:nmardas@sjc.edu


Peter Markow, Ph.D., Chair 
Professor of Chemistry 
860.231.5240 
Pmarkow@sjc.edu

• Chemical Education 
• Environmental Science 
• Solar Electricity  

 
*Available for interviews 

 
 
 
Antoine Menoret, Ph.D. 
860.679.2032 
menoret@up.uchc.edu

• Immunology 
• Biochemistry 
• Biotechnology  
 
*Available for interviews 

 
 
Alex Mikulich, Ph.D.  
Assistant Professor of Religious Studies and Theology  
amikulich@sjc.edu

• Christian Social Ethics and Catholic Social Thought 
• Racial and Economic Inequity  
• War and Peace Ethics 

 
*Available for interviews 

 
 
Charles Morgan, M.S.  
Associate Professor 
860.231.5535 
cmorgan@sjc.edu

• Acquatic Entomology 
• Evolution 

 
*Available for interviews  
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Mary E. Murphy, Ph.D., R.S.M. 
Professor of Chemistry 
860.231.5753 
mmurphy@sjc.edu

• Chemistry  
• Meteorites, Asteroids, Extraterrestrial Life 
• Environmental Science 

 
*Available for print interviews and speaking opportunities  

 
 
Otherine Neisler, Ph.D., Chair 
Department of Education 
860.231.5338 
oneisler@sjc.edu

• Instructional Design 
• Teacher Education 
• School Improvement 
 
*Available for print interviews and speaking opportunities  

 
 
Patrick Nickoletti, Ph.D.  
Assistant Professor  
860.231.5313 
pnickoletti@sjc.edu

• Life Span Development  
• At Risk Children and Families  
• Youth Programs 
 
*Available for interviews 

 
 
Judith Perkins, Ph.D.  
Professor 
860.236.3403 
jperkins@sjc.edu

• Roman Empire and Early Christianity  
• Christian Martyrs 
• Violence and Religion  
 
*Available for interviews 
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Shyamala Raman, Ph.D. 
Professor of Economics and International Studies; Director of 
860.231.5515 
sraman@sjc.edu

• Globalization, Global Issues, Global Economy, Human Trafficking, Feminist 
Economics 

• Pedagogy, Curriculum Design, Women’s Issues, Hinduism 
• India, South Asia, Understanding Complexity, Economic Development 
 
*Available for interviews 

 
 
Susan Ross, M.A. 
Instructor, Educational Therapist 
860.687.6594 
Susan_ross@loomis.org

• English Literature & Writing Teacher 
• Service Learning 
• Classroom Management 
 
*Available for interviews 

 
 
Carlota Schechter, Ed.D., Chair 
Department of Human Development and Family Studies 
cschecht@sjc.edu

• Early Childhood Education 
• Preschool Policy 
• Language Development of Young Children 
 
*Available for interviews 

 
 
Ann Sievers, M.A. 
Director and Curator, Saint Joseph College Art Gallary 
860.231.5367 
asievers@sjc.edu

• Art Museums  
• Art History (prints, drawings, photographs) 
• Art History (Italian 16th-17th century) 

 
*Available for interviews  
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Marianne Snyder, M.S.N. 
Assistant Professor of Nursing 
860.231.5386 
msynder@sjc.edu

• Nursing, Nursing Education, Clinical in Acute Care Settings 
• Outcomes Based teaching-learning experiences 
• Service-Learning integration into nursing course, working with college freshman 

(co-ed) 
 

*Available for interviews 
 
 
Elizabeth Vozzola, Ph.D., Chair 
Associate Professor of Psychology 
860.231.5545 
evozzola@sjc.edu

• Moral Development  
• Child and Adolescent Development 
• Political Psychology  

 
*Available for interviews 

 
 
Marylouise Welch. Ph.D., Acting Chair 
Professor 
860.231.5211 
mwelch@sjc.edu

• Nursing Shortage 
• Health Care Shortages 
• Homelessness 
 
*Available for interviews 

 
 
Mary Whitney, Ph.D.  
Associate Professor 
860.231.5442 
mwhitney@sjc.edu

• Child Development 
• Brain and Behavior 
• Harry Potter 
 
*Available for interviews 
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Mary Alice Wolf, Ed.D. 
Professor of Gerontology  
860.231.5325 
mwolf@sjc.edu

• Gerontological Education  
• Reminiscence as Therapy  
• Narrative Research in Aging 
 
*Available for interviews 

 
 
Mark Zelinsky, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor of English/Director of Queene’s Company 
860.231.5252 
mzelinksy@sjc.edu

• Tennessee William’s Works 
• American Theatre  
• Directing for the Stage  
 
*Available for print interviews  

 
 
Hong Zhou, Ph.D.  
Assistant Professor of Computer Science 
860.231.5826 
hzhou@sjc.edu

• Computer Science 
• Molecular/Cell Biology  
• Bioinformatics 
 
*Available for print interviews  
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