PRIMETIME MATH - STAKEOUT

SOFTWARE LESSON PLAN

By,
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INTRODUCTION

I teach 6th grade math and I have recently completed units on graphing and statistics with my students.  I am going to use PrimeTime Math – Stakeout as part of a whole class review of these units before giving the unit test.  This program is designed for students in grades 6 and 7 and covers the topics of statistics and graphing.  In the software, students watch video clips of detectives investigating a crime scene where a robbery of expensive comic books has just occurred.  The students work in groups of four and assume the role of four detectives helping to investigate the crime.  They must watch the video, take notes on their worksheets, and use their knowledge of graphing and statistics from class to discover important information about the case.  They will use this information to answer questions and solve the case.

OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to:

· Calculate mean values and a range of values about the mean

· Compile and interpret data using frequency charts and tables

· Investigate relationships among different data patterns

· Make convincing arguments based on data analysis

MATERIALS

· Computer and large screen monitor

· Software cd - installed

· Teacher’s Guide

· Copies of student worksheets A-D for each group

· Calculators

LESSON SEQUENCE

Prior to this lesson, students will have completed classroom instructional units on graphing and statistics.  They are now ready for a cumulative review of the topics in preparation for the unit test.  I am allowing three days for this part of the lesson.  The following is a description of how I plan to pace the lesson.


Day 1

Introduce students to the program with Act 1- Prepare For This Act.  The instructions on the screen will direct the students to gather in their groups (previously assigned to save time) and get their worksheets.  The next step, called Learn Assignments, will clearly describe to the students what information they are expected to collect from the video.  Students will then watch the video two times.  The first time, the students should be instructed to concentrate on just watching the video.  The second time they watch is when they should take their notes.  After watching the video and taking notes, the students will work on completing their Act 1 worksheet.  They can do this either on their own or with the other students that have been assigned the same part.  Students will then come back together in their groups and complete the section of the program called Answer Round.  The students use the information from their worksheets to answer the questions.  During this part of the program, the teacher has the ability to choose which group will answer the next question.  This feature allows the teacher to make sure that every group has had a chance to answer at least one question.  The program keeps track of student responses to help monitor student progress.  The final task for the students on this day is to watch the homework commercial and pick up a copy of the Act 1 homework sheet to be completed at home.


Day 2

Students will come together in their groups and correct the Act 1 homework worksheet.  Teacher will monitor student responses for accuracy and will collect the corrected Act 1 homework worksheets to check for understanding.  Students will now work on Act 2 of the program.  They will follow the same format as in Day 1.  They will watch the video twice, take notes, complete the Act 2 worksheet, work together on the Answer Round of the program, watch the homework commercial, and complete the Act 2 homework sheet for homework.


Day 3
Students will come together in their groups and correct the Act 2 homework worksheet.  Teacher will monitor student responses for accuracy and will collect the corrected Act 2 homework worksheets to check for understanding.  Students will now work on Act 3 of the program.  This act does not have any worksheets to go with it.  The student “detectives” will watch the video and wrap up their case.  The review is now complete and the students will be ready to take their unit test the next day.

ASSESSMENT

There will be several methods of assessment during this lesson.  

1. Student worksheets will be checked for correct responses.  

2. Teacher will monitor group discussions and listen for appropriate responses.  

3. Teacher will check the computer’s tracking system to find out how many responses the students got correct. 

4. Students will have a homework assignment that will be checked for accuracy.   

5. Students will complete a unit test on these topics when the software lesson/review has been completed. 
SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS

The teacher’s guide for this program contains all of the necessary reproducible student worksheets.  They have created four different infosheets and worksheets, a group worksheet, and a homework sheet for each act of the program.  Everything you need is right there; you just need to copy it.
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